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SUBJECT: NATIONAL UNITY ISSUE IN POLL RESULTS 

1 . IN ANSWER TO GALLUP POLL QUESTION, "WHAT DO YOU THINK 
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING THIS COUNTRY TODAY," 
FOURTEEN PERCENT ANSWERED NATIONAL UNITY, WHEREAS FORTY- 
FOUR PERCENT ANSWERED INFLATION/HIGH PRICES AND EIGHTEEN 
PERCENT NOTED UNEMPLOYMENT. POLL PUBLISHED APRIL 13 AND 
WAS CONDUCTED IN MID-MARCH. 

2. LAST SUCH POLL IN SEPT 1976 (BEFORE PARTI QUEBECOIS 
VICTORY IN QUEBEC) SHOWED ONLY FOUR PERCENT MENTIONING 
NATIONAL UNITY WITH FIFTY PERCENT FOR INFLATION AND NINE 
PERCENT FOR UNEMPLOYMENT. IN EARLIER POLLS SINCE 1974, 
CITATION OF NATIONAL UNITY SO SMALL THAT IT INCLUDED IN 
"OTHER" CATEGORY. 

3. COMMENT: INCREASE IN NUMBER OF THOSE CITING NATIONAL 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UNITY AS PRIMARY PROBLEM IS UNDERSTANDABLE BUT, IN VIEW OF 
MAJOR PREOCCUPATION OF MEDIA AND POLITICIANS WITH THIS 
ISSUE, IT IS SOMEWHAT SURPRISING THAT FIGURE IS NOT LARGER. 
EXPLANATION PRESUMABLY IS THAT POCKETBOOK ISSUES WILL 
ALWAYS LOOM LARGER THAN OTHER ITEMS NO MATTER WHAT FOCUS 
OF MEDIA ATTENTION IS. BUT THIS EXPLANATION ITSELF RAISES 
ANOTHER PUZZLEMENT. PM TRUDEAU'S POLLING FORTUNES HAVE 
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EXPERIENCED DRAMATIC RECOVERY OVER PAST SEVERAL MONTHS AND 
NEARLY EVERYONE HAS ASCRIBED THIS TO ELECTORATE S VIEW OF 
HIM AS NATIONAL FIGURE MOST CAPABLE OF HOLDING COUNTRY 
TOGETHER. EARLIER, HE AND LIBERALS WERE FARING BADLY IN 
POLLS AND MOST ASCRIBED THIS TO THEIR HANDLING OF ECONOMY. 

IT SEEMS ELECTORATE IS NOW WILLING TO OVERLOOK POCKETBOOK 
ISSUES WHEN RATING POLITICAL LEADERS AND PARTIES BUT NOT 
WHEN RATING ISSUES. ENDERS 
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